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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to RCE filled on August 26, 2009 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1,2,5-24,29 and 30 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . Claims 1-2, 5-24, and 29 -30 have been allowed. 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the 
changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be 
filed as provided by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an 
amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone 
interview with Luminita A. Todor (Reg. # 57,639) on September 25, 2009. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claims 4 and 25: canceled. 

1. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information-distribution method utilized by a 
system including a plurality of user terminals and a computer connected to the 
user terminals via a network, the information-distribution method including: 

accepting, from any of the user terminals, designation of at least one other 
user terminal among the user terminals, by the computer; 

storing, by the computer, a buddy list in which at least one identifier 
identifying a user terminal is correlated with at least one other identifier 
identifying the at least one other user terminal designated in said accepting 
designation; 
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accepting, by the computer, from a source user terminal among the user 
terminals, a distribution content to be distributed and a distribution condition 
according to which the distribution content is distributed, the distribution condition 
including a stop condition, but neither the distribution content nor the distribution 
condition specifying any destination to which the distribution content to be 
distributed; 

determining, by the computer, one or more primary destination user 
terminals to which the distribution content will be distributed, the primary 
destination user terminals being selected from user terminals whose identifiers 
are correlatively stored with the identifier of the source terminal in the buddy list, 
in accordance with the distribution condition; 

transmitting, by the computer, the distribution content to the one or more 
primary destination user terminals; 

until the stop condition is satisfied, by any recipient user terminal that has 
received the distribution content, determining one or more next-destination user 
terminals to which the recipient user terminal distributes the distribution content 
will be distributed, the one or more destination user terminals being selected from 
user terminals in a buddy list of the recipient user terminal, in accordance with 
the distribution condition, and transmitting the distribution content from the 
recipient user terminal to the one or more next-destination terminal; 

recording stop-condition candidates, wherein the stop condition 
candidates are alternatives for the stop distribution condition; and 
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selecting at least one of the stop-condition candidates as the stop 
distribution condition by the source user terminal . 

22. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information-distribution device connected to 
user terminals via a network, the information-distribution device comprising: 

designation-accepting means for accepting from any of the user terminals 
designation of at least one other user terminal among the user terminals; 

storing means for storing a buddy list in which at least one identifier 
identifying a user terminal is correlated with at least one other identifier 
identifying the at least one other user terminal whose designation has been 
accepted by said designation-accepting means; 

information-accepting means for accepting, from a source user terminal among 
the user terminals, an informational content to be distributed; 

distribution-condition-accepting means for accepting from the source 
terminal a distribution condition according to which the distribution content is 
distributed, the distribution condition including a stop condition; 

distributee-candidate-determining means for determining one or more 
primary destination terminals to which the distribution content will be distributed, 
the primary destination terminals being selected from user terminals whose 
identifiers are correlatively stored with the identifier of the source terminal in the 
buddy list, in accordance with the distribution condition; 

first distribution means for transmitting the distribution content to the one or more 
primary destination terminals; and 
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distribution-catenating means for iteratively activating second distribution 
means respectively located in each of the user terminals that have received the 
distribution content, each second distribution means transmitting the distribution 
content, from any recipient user terminal to which the distribution content has 
been sent, to some or all of one or more destination user terminals selected by 
the second distribution means from user terminals whose identifiers are 
correlatively stored with the identifier of the recipient terminal in a buddy list of 
the recipient user terminal, in accordance with the distribution condition, until the 
stop condition is satisfied; 

recording means for recording stop-condition candidates, wherein the 
stop-condition candidates are alternatives for the stop distribution condition: and 

selecting means for selecting at least one of the stop-condition candidates 
as the stop distribution condition by the source user terminal . 
23. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer-readable recording medium on which 
is recorded a information-distribution program utilized by a computer connected 
to user terminals via a network, the computer-readable recording medium on 
which is recorded a information- distribution program for executing: 

accepting, from any of the user terminals, designation of at least one other 
user terminal among the user terminals; 

storing a buddy list in which at least one identifier identifying a user 
terminal is correlated with at least one other identifier identifying the at least one 
other user terminal designated in said accepting designation; 
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accepting, from a source user terminal among the user terminals, an 
informational content to be distributed and a distribution condition according to 
which the distribution content is distributed, the distribution condition including a 
stop condition; 

determining one or more primary destination user terminals to which the 
distribution content will be distributed, the primary destination user terminals 
being selected from user terminals whose identifiers are correlatively stored with 
the identifier of the source terminal in the buddy list, in accordance with the 
distribution condition; 

transmitting the distribution content to the one or more primary destination 
user terminals; 

until the stop condition is satisfied, by any recipient user terminal to which 
the distribution content has been sent, determining one or more destination user 
terminals to which the informational content will be distributed, the one or more 
destination user terminals being selected from user terminals whose identifiers 
are correlatively stored with the identifier of the recipient terminal in a buddy list, 
in accordance with the distribution condition, and transmitting the informational 
content the one or more destination user terminals, who become recipient user 
terminals upon receiving the informational content; 

recording stop-condition candidates, wherein the stop condition 
candidates are alternatives for the stop distribution condition; and 

selecting at least one of the stop-condition candidates as the stop 
distribution condition by the source user terminal . 
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24. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A computer product , stored on a computer- 
readable recording medium, utilized by a computer connected to user terminals 
via a network, the i nformat i on d i str i but i on computer product is executed by the 
computer to perform steps comprising for mak i ng th e comput e r funct i on as : 

d e s i gnat i on acc e pt i ng m e ans for accepting from any of the user terminals 
designation of at least one other user terminal among the user terminals; 

stor i ng m e ans for storing a buddy list in which at least one identifier 
identifying a user terminal is correlated with at least one other identifier 
identifying the at least one other user terminal whose designation has been 
accepted by said designation-accepting means; 

i nformat i on acc e pt i ng m e ans for accepting, from a source user terminal 
among the user terminals, an informational content to be distributed; 

d i str i but i on cond i t i on accopt i ng m e ans for accepting from the source 
terminal a distribution condition according to which the distribution content is 
distributed, the distribution condition including a stop condition; 

d i str i but ee cand i dat e d e t e rm i n i ng m e ans for determining one or more 
primary destination terminals to which the distribution content will be distributed, 
the primary destination terminals being selected from user terminals whose 
identifiers are correlatively stored with the identifier of the source terminal in the 
buddy list, in accordance with the distribution condition; 

f i rst d i str i but i on m e ans for transmitting the distribution content to the one 
or more primary destination terminals; 
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s e cond d i str i but i on m e ans for transmitting the distribution content, by any 
recipient user terminal to which the distribution content has been sent, to some or 
all of one or more destination user terminals selected by the recipient user 
terminal from user terminals whose identifiers are correlatively stored with the 
identifier of the recipient terminal in the buddy list, in accordance with the 
distribution condition; and 

d i str i but i on cat e nat i ng m e ans for iteratively activating said second 
distribution means, until the stop condition is satisfied; 

recording stop-condition candidates, wherein the stop-condition 
candidates are alternatives for the stop distribution condition: and 

selecting at least one of the stop-condition candidates as the stop 
distribution condition by the source user terminal . 

29. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information-distribution method for a system 
including a computer and user terminals connected via a network, the 
information- distribution method including: 

providing distribution content to be distributed and a stop distribution 
condition to the computer by a source user terminal among the user terminals; 

determining one or more destination terminals to which the distribution 
content is distributed by the computer based on a buddy list corresponding to the 
source terminal, transmitted by the source terminal with the distribution content; 

first transmitting the distribution content from the computer to the one or 
more destination terminals; 

iteratively, until the stop condition is met, 
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determining one or more destination terminals to which the distribution 
content to be distributed by any recipient terminal who has received the 
distribution content,-and 

distributing the distribution content from the recipient terminal to the one or 
more destination terminals; 

recording stop-condition candidates, wherein the stop condition 
candidates are alternatives for the stop distribution condition: and 

selecting at least one of the stop-condition candidates as the stop 
distribution condition by the source user terminal . 

30. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) An information-distribution method for a system 
including a computer and user terminals connected via a network, the 
information-distribution method including: 

distributing a distribution content provided by a first user terminal to the 
computer, to one or more second user terminals identified on a buddy list as 
corresponding to the first user terminal ;-SfR4 

distributing the distribution content from user terminals that received the 
distribution content to one or more user terminals identified in buddy lists of the 
respective user terminals until a stop distribution condition provided by the first 
terminal is met, wherein any user terminal that has received distribution content 
determines the one or more user terminals to which to distribute the content if the 
stop distribution condition has not been met; 

recording stop-condition candidates, wherein the stop condition 
candidates are alternatives for the stop distribution condition: and 
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selecting at least one of the stop-condition candidates as the stop 
distribution condition by the source user terminal - 
Reason for Allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Prior 
art of record fails to teach a combination of elements, as appeared in the 
independent claims, including recording stop-condition candidates that are 
alternatives for the stop distribution condition and selecting at least one of the 
stop-condition candidates as the stop distribution condition by the source user 
terminal. 

5. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Examiner's Amendment." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Sahera Halim whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4003. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

Sahera Halim 
Patent Examiner 
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